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This  Winter  has brought many great new things.  As one
door c loses three more open!  We have some excit ing new
projects in  2022. Take a minute,  pul l  up a chair ,  and f ind
out what we have been up to.  

As our  Species At Risk  Bat and Gray Ratsnake project
closes we have been work ing hard to prepare for  many
excit ing projects th is  year.  From reforestat ion work ,
r ipar ian restorat ions,  and a new wet land project.   We
have been col laborat ing with lots  of  great partners to
create posit ive impacts on Niagara’s  Envi ronment.  

I  am so pleased to welcome Emi ly  into her new posit ion as
Stewardship Manager.  Emi ly  is  at  the heart  of  our
projects and is  a lways st r iv ing to br ing LCN to new levels .   
We have an amazingly  dedicated group: our  new
“Volunteer Corps” and a new board member Mercedes!  Al l
of  which wi l l  br ing so much great energy and support  to
our ever-growing community  of  Envi ronmental  advocates.   

We have been carry ing out much of our  work remotely  as
current t imes have required,  as many of you have also
exper ienced.  We are excited to get back out into the
community  th is  year.  Come down and say hel lo to us at
the Wel land Market th is  Spr ing and Summer!

Let ’s  a l l  look ahead as new l i fe Spr ings into Niagara!

Warm regards,
Michel le
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We are very excited to welcome Mercedes to
our Board of Directors!

Welcome New Members

World Wetlands Day: Februrary 02



This year 's  theme:  
Wetlands and water:  

" Inseparable for  l i fe in our
community ."

   World Wet lands Day is  a day to
raise awareness global ly  about the
importance of wet lands in our  l ives
and for  the planet as a whole.  This
year 's  theme draws attent ion to the
growing freshwater cr is is  the planet
faces and the role wet lands play as a
key source of f reshwater.

  Important ly ,  weltands support  us in
many different ways,  including being
a source of c lean water ,  keeping us
fed through aquaculture,  providing
species habitat ,  and protect ion from
floods and storms.  Unfortunately ,  the
growing pressure on our wet lands due
to populat ion growth,  urbanizat ion
and increased consumption has
resulted in increasingly  pol luted
waters as wel l  as the loss of  some
wetlands ent i re ly .  This  not only
threatens access to safe dr ink ing
water ,  but also endangers many other
species who cal l  these wet lands
home.

V﻿is i t :  www.wor ldwetlandsday.org to
learn more!

Mercedes Unwin is  the Program & Resource

Manager at  AgScape,  a char i ty  focused on

providing agr iculture and food educat ion

programs,  resources,  events and in i t iat ives to

over 800,000 Ontar io K-12 students and

teachers annual ly .  With a Master  of  Teaching

degree from the Univers i ty  of  Toronto,  as wel l

as being an Ontar io Cert i f ied Teacher ,  she has

always had a pass ion for  foster ing the

learning of food l i teracy and envi ronmental

stewardship.  Her ro le with AgScape al lows her

to help bui ld and empower l i fe- long

agr iculture and food learners ,  as wel l  as

encourage today’s  teachers and youth to take

act ive ro les in bui ld ing stronger and more

sustainable communit ies.

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
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Welcome New Members
Be Smart with Road Salt!Welcome new Stewardship Manager!

  Emi ly  f i rst  became involved with Land Care
Niagara dur ing her academic studies as a

volunteer on their  Board of Directors .  Emi ly  holds
a Bachelor  of  Science in Zoology from the

Univers i ty  of  Guelph,  a graduate cert i f icate in
Ecosystem Restorat ion from Niagara Col lege,  and
is  a Cert i f ied Ecological  Restorat ion Pract i t ioner
in t rain ing.  Upon graduat ion,  she worked at Land
Care Niagara as their  Envi ronmental  Technician

at the Re-leaf Tree Nursery ,  and then as the
Wi ldl i fe Technician on their  Species-at-r isk  Bat
and Gray ratsnake project.   Now work ing as the
Stewardship Manager at  Land Care Niagara she
looks forward to work ing with the community  to
cont inue to carry  out envi ronmental  in i t iat ives

that work to improve and divers i fy  natural  areas
throughout Niagara.  We look forward to work ing

with her in  th is  new role!  

Road salts  (sodium chlor ide) is
an effect ive deicer.  When

appl ied to ice the salt  lowers
the temperature and the ice

wi l l  melt  back into water.  Whi le
salt  can improve winter  dr iv ing
condit ions road salts  are known

to have negative impacts on
groundwater ,  vegetat ion,  and
local  aquat ic and terrestr ia l

species.  



What can be done?
Encourage your municipal i ty  to
use road salts  effect ively  and

reduce your own salt
appl icat ion where poss ible 






Project Updates: Rural Tree Planting Program

Providing shade / buffer  / windbreak
Restor ing  nat ive forest  cover
Offer ing  envi ronmental  protect ion -  soi ls  / ai r  / water
Enhancing  wi ld l i fe habitat 
Mit igat ing cl imate change
Providing a legacy to descendants
Offer ing  future income from wood products
Potent ia l  e l ig ibi l i ty  for  the Managed Forest  Tax Incent ive Program 

Our Rural  Tree Plant ing Program is  a large-scale reforestat ion
program that works with pr ivate and publ ic landowners to plant t rees
on their  propert ies.  We are excited to be plant ing an addit ional
21 ,000 trees  throughout Niagara th is  Spr ing! Tree plant ing can
provide many benef i ts  including:

We are current ly  accepting landowners for  our  2023 tree plant ing
season! I f  you would l ike to be added to the contact l i s t ,  p lease emai l
manager@landcareniagara.com  or  cal l  us at  905-348-5263.  S i te
v is i ts  wi l l  begin th is  Summer and spots f i l l  up quick ly ,  so please reach
out soon i f  you are interested or  would l ike more information about
the program!

Tree plant ing is  a great opportunity  to engage the community  in
envi ronmental  conservat ion and restorat ion in i t iat ives.  For  students ,  i t
can provide hands-on learning opportunit ies for  understanding the
ecological  importance of forest  cover ,  wi ld l i fe habitat ,  species
divers i ty ,  water qual i ty ,  and plant management.  I f  you are interested
in helping us plant trees this Spring,  please contact us to
volunteer!
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Land Care Niagara is  looking for Landowners  to part ic ipate in our  New
Wetlands Project in the Niagara Region.  The goal  of  th is  project is  to create,
enhance and restore wet lands with project partners across the Niagara
Region.  

Wet lands play an important ro le in ecosystem health across Ontar io.
Wet lands natural ly  improve water qual i ty ,  help with nutr ient  cycl ing,
stormwater management and mit igate the negative effects of  c l imate
change. Addit ional ly ,  wet lands provide habitat  to a var iety of  species
including many Species-at Risk .  In  the Niagara Region and Southern Ontar io ,
less than 10% of or iginal  wet lands remain.
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Project Update: Wetlands

This  project wi l l  act ively  engage pr ivate

and publ ic landowners ,  schools ,  and

community  groups to part ic ipate in

wet land restorat ion work and effect ively

raise awareness and provide educat ion

about the ecological  and economic

importance of wet lands to Ontar io.

I f  you are a landowner interested in

creat ing a wet land on your property or

restor ing an exist ing wet land on your

lands,  p lease contact us at

manager@landcareniagara.com to see i f

you are el ig ible to part ic ipate!

Funding for  th is  project is  provided by the

Federal  Government through the Eco-

act ion Community  Funding Program. 

mailto:manager@landcareniagara.com


Project Updates: Species-at-Risk
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That 's  a wrap! After  many months of
conduct ing habitat  and acoust ic
monitor ing surveys ,  we have successful ly
completed our Species-at-r isk  project
for  the endangered Gray ratsnake and
endangered bats of  Ontar io.  We had a
great t ime work ing with our  dedicated
volunteers to col lect data and carry  out
evening bat walks throughout Niagara.
The results  of  our  research found a rare
discovery of  Eastern smal l-footed
Myot is  at  one of our  candidate s i tes!  
 We hope to cont inue our efforts  to
protect and conserve these species in
the future.

Alexis Wilbee: Acoustic monitoring volunteer

Timothy Marostega & Rebecca Mueller:

Acoustic monitoring volunteers

Paige Schoenwolfe & Katja Odegarrd 

Acoustic monitoring volunteers

We would l ike to thank Bat expert ,  Toby
Thorn,  at  the Toronto Zoo for  dedicat ing
his  t ime and expert ise to analyze the
data for  our  project!  I f  you want to learn
more about bats and the great work
being done at the Toronto Zoo,  head to
the l ink below!

 FUNDING FOR THIS PROJECT WAS PROVIDED BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO.



WINTER NEWSLETTER PAGE 07

Project Updates: Species-at-Risk

A big thank you goes out to volunteers
Howie Mcrae,  Phi l ip Beale,  and Mark
North!  Howie has been a volunteer at
Land Care Niagara s ince 2020, where

he f i rst  helped us with i r r igat ion
repairs  and maintenance at our  t ree

nursery.  Howie,  Phi l ip ,  and Mark
recent ly  volunteered their  t ime to bui ld

us three bat boxes which wi l l  help
provide habitat  for  endangered bats

throughout the region!  



WINTER NEWSLETTER PAGE 08

Project Updates: Riparian Restoration 




Through the OPG Regional  B iodivers i ty  Fund,
Land Care Niagara wi l l  be complet ing two

r ipar ian buffer  restorat ion projects in  2022
with the help of our  volunteers and

landowners.  in  2021 ,  LCN partnered with
Oceanbr idge to complete the f i rst  half  of

one of these projects ,  p lant ing close to 500
trees,  400 shrubs & 800 wi ldf lowers at  two

sites along the Wel land River  Watershed .



WHAT IS A RIPARIAN BUFFER?

The term “r ipar ian buffer”  refers  to the vegetated area found along a stream
bank that offers  valuable protect ion to the watercourse.   

WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE?

This  area is  referred to as a "buffer"  because i t  helps to reduce or  prevent
pol lutants ,  including nutr ients and pest ic ides,  f rom reaching a watercourse v ia
runoff .  R ipar ian buffers  can also help to control  eros ion along stream banks,
reduce f lood damage, and provide valuable wi ld l i fe habitat .   Unfortunately ,
development has caused the degradation of many r ipar ian zones.



Announcements - Events - Updates
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LCN T-Shirts  Avai lable!
Check out our new Land Care Niagara Online Shop! 

Visit landcareniagara.bigcartel.com to purchase our 2021 T-shirts or

handmade wildlife structures.  Proceeds from T-shirts sales will be used as a

fundraising initiative, with all funds being used to support the continued

delivery of our programs. 

http://landcareniagara.bigcartel.com/

